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EDITORIAL. 


THE inaugural meeting of the London and Home Counties Branch 
of the Library Association shows great promise for the future. 
The fact that between 70 and 80 members and friends attended 
this meeting only goes to prove that energy and stimulus only 
were needed to make the monthly meetings of the parent body 
successful ventures. 


The programme of meetings to follow shows great promise, the 
papers to be read being of such a practical nature that well-attended 
meetings are almost assured. The Secretary and members of the 
Branch Council have acquitted themselves bravely of their task; 
this band of stalwarts who have thrown themselves so energetically 
into the business of organising and arranging a thoroughly inter- 
esting programme are deserving of the highest praise. To use an 
American expression, they have “‘ delivered the goods.” 


It now only remains for the members themselves to make a 
point of attending as many meetings as possible and to take part 
in the debates that are sure to arise. If they will only do this we 
may look forward with pleasure to some interesting discussions 
that will doubtless remind many of us of the good old days when 
the burning question of the hour was Open Access v. Indicators. 
How we used to hold up our hands in holy horror at the idea of 
allowing the readers to get among the books. But although sides 
were taken on this and many another controversial topic the dis- 
cussions on both sides were stimulating and provided much food 
for thought and reflection. 


The London and Home Counties Branch having now embarked 
upon its career may be expected to tackle a few of the problems of 
Librarianship consequent upon the growth of the movement. We 
should like to see them take up the question of Co-operative Cata- 
loguing and Book Selection—this in itself would be an achievement 
if successfully accomplished. At any rate, we shall watch the 
progress of the Branch Association with interest and wish it every 
success in its splendid endeavour to stir up and advance the library 


movement. 


* * 


* 


* * * * 


“ Publicity Pays ” is evidently to be the slogan of the future. 
We are quite in agreement that it does, providing it is carried out 
in a dignified manner. A splendid example of dignified publicity 
is being carried out at the present moment in the Borough of Cam- 
berwell. Mr. Arnold G. Burt, the Chief Librarian, in collaboration 
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with Mr. Dalton, the Curator, has organised a wonderful exhibition 
of pictures, photographs and etchings depicting the History of 
Camberwell, past and present. The exhibition is proving a great 
success, and remarkable attendances have been recorded. Sheffield 
has also undertaken a useful form of Publicity. A poster has been 
sent to almost every workshop in the district calling attention to 
the books on the various industries that can be obtained from the 
Public Library. The poster is couched in plain simple language 
and should appeal to all. Pressure on our space prevents us repro- 
ducing it, but we think it might well be copied in other towns as a 
splendid means of stimulating interest in the library. 


* * * * 


The Association of Assistant Librarians has taken an important 
step in the direction of assisting their members to qualify for the 
Library Association Diploma. A correspondence course to assist 

ssible candidates to prepare for the preliminary examination to 

held in May, 1924, has been arranged. This should be extremely 
helpful to the student and there should be no excuse for assistants 
omitting to take this course and commencing to study seriously for 
their profession. The fee for the course is 5s. plus membership of 
the A.A.L. Assistants who are not members of the A.A.L. cannot 
take this particular course, but we think it is the duty of every 
assistant to join this energetic Association whose Council and 
members are doing so much to improve their own status. Much 
of the improvement in hours and salaries of Assistants is due to the 
untiring labour and energies of the Association. They recently 
asked for additional members, “1,000 members” being their 
slogan. We venture to suggest that if every librarian who is a past 
member would only call together his staff and tell them of the help- 
ful assistance and guidance he received at the hands of the A.A.L. 
and urged them to go and do likewise, this 1,000 membership would 
be easily doubled. 


* * * * 


Some interesting names are to be found among the lecturers 
at the School of Librarianship, University College, during the 
coming session. Such old friends as Major Cyril Davenport, formerly 
of the British Museum Library, Mr. Strickland Gibson, of the 
Bodleian Library, and Mr. R. A. Peddie, formerly librarian of the 
St. Bride Foundation Typographical Library, and Silver Medallist 
of the Royal Society of Arts and Cantor Lecturer on the History of 
Printing, should be well worth hearing, as they are all experts on 
their particular subjects, namely, Iuminated Manuscripts, Oxford 
Libraries, and Printing Presses and Machinery from the Earliest 
Times, respectively. Professional lectures on library subjects are 
provided for by Mr. W. R. B. Prideaux, Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, 
and Mr. J. G. Pearce. This forms an altogether important syllabus. 


* * * * 


We are glad to notice that the authorities of the School are 
obtaining the services of specialists on three comprehensive topics, 
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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY: PAST, PRESENT AND 
FUTURE 


By Epwarp GREEN, 
Chief Librarian, Halifax Public Libraries. 


EVEN a cursory survey of public library work in this country reveals 
growth of some importance. That growth, however, has been 
somewhat uneven and spasmodic, but all the same it has had, and 
is still having, far-reaching results. So recently as 30 years ago many 
of our public libraries were primitive and mechanical in equipment 
and working, and for the most part were considered satisfactory if 
they reached approximately a model accepted by the leaders of 
those days. It was a generation that knew little or nothing of 
exact classification, but shelved its books chiefly by size or ranged 
them in only broad divisions ; it allowed no public access to the 
shelves, and was content with a printed dictionary catalogue which 
rapidly became obsolete, had to be frequently reinforced by supple- 
ments, and was rarely if ever a satisfactory financial proposition. 
This has been largely superseded by the card and the sheaf cata- 
logue, at least in the majority of open-access libraries; and now 
the newer visible index system may soon eclipse both. 


True it is that the introduction of the indicator, either Elliot, 
Cotgreave, or some other variety—in any case a barrier between 
books and borrower—was regarded in those days as a great advance 
on earlier methods of service, but speaking generally the whole 
administration of that period represented what may be termed the 
“ mechanical age ”’ of British librarianship. The patient borrower 
(who occasionally got angry in the attempt) was required to wade 
through perhaps the whole list of a popular writer, referring from 
each entry to the indicator, only perhaps to finally discover every 
one of the desired books “ out.”” As often as not a little experience 
of this kind produced queues of borrowers who, perforce, were 
frequently reduced to the examination of a few volumes on the 
library counter, the choice often being those nearest to the 
assistant’s hand or volumes awaiting replacement on the shelves. 
In the nineties, however, some daring spirits among the rising 
generation of librarians questioned much of the library policy, and 
numerous were the battles in print and at conferences on such 
matters as the classified versus the dictionary catalogue, the danger 
of allowing the public access to handie and examine its own books, 
and the indispensability of the printed catalogue. The indicator 
was in danger, the public couldn’t possibly understand anything 
more complex than an A.B.C. catalogue, and exact classification of 
books on the shelves would waste shelf room and not be so tidy as 
arranging the volumes according to size. Looking over the pro- 
fessional literature of that period—and there are stacks of it, apart 
from the special circulars that were also broadcasted by the various 
disputants—one is now tempted to wonder and to smile at the 
stereotyped ideas and limitations then prevalent. 
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Compared with those days panes the two outstanding lines 
of advance are the recognition o n acesss, due to the late J. D. 
Brown, and exact classification of ks and catalogues, pioneered 
by Mr. Jast. Since the period when those features became com- 
monly accepted—and no library is now considered efficient without 
them—other developments have been introduced and accepted. 
The periodical bulletin or guide, lectures and talks in libraries and 
elsewhere, school libraries, children’s libraries on different and more 
effective lines than the old-time juvenile department, co-operation 
with other educational agencies, and technical and commercial 
libraries in the larger industrial cities—all these are having an 
influence unrealised in the earlier days of the public library move- 
ment in this country. There is reason, then, for congratulation that 
our libraries have not remained stationary, though the difficulties 
of development under the restricted rate, but recently removed, are 
well known to those who years ago were seeking a larger field for 
library service. But the 1919 Act, it must be remembered, is a 
permissive measure in the hands of the local authority, and there 
are many of the smaller towns still struggling on quite inadequate 
funds, a state of affairs that can only be remedied by convincing 
the “ powers that be” that such uneconomical conditions hamper 
a library in doing its full and legitimate work. 


Of the future none can speak with any certainty, but the signs 
are of large and far-reaching advance—greater and more speedy 
than that of the past 30 years. In support of this view it is necessary, 
in the first place, to take cognisance of the fact that at last, after a 
surprising lethargy in this direction, educationists are becoming 
increasingly alive, not only to the potentialities of the public library, 
but also to the necessity of using it in any and every scheme of 
popular education. Exactly the best way of doing this is perhaps 
not yet definitely settled, but it behoves all library workers, and 
those in sympathy with the aims and objects of popular libraries, 
to be alert in studying the many problems likely to arise. For one 
thing, a co-ordination of all library effort is desirable, and every 
variety of co-operation with educational bodies should be attempted. 
But there are greater issues involved. The matter of control is 

haps the most thorny and vital, and the one upon which opinion 
is the most divided. With a national library service, efficiently and 
adequately organised, many of the present anomalies, as between 
district and district, would in some measure disappear ; and the 
reproach of ineffective or lack of library provision in some quarters 
might speedily be a thing of the past 

Whatever lines of development future library policy in this 
country may take in its broader aspects it is very certain that more 
will be acquired of library workers than hitherto. This should be 
encouragement to that younger generation which is qualifying 
accordingly, and especially if the new and increased demands bring 
a corresponding higher status and more equitable remuneration. 
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THE LIBRARY AND THE ADOLESCENT * 
By Wit1t1aM Witson, F.L.A., Chief Librarian, Wallasey Public 
Libraries. 
(Continued from page 98.) 


In dealing with the children leaving the elementary schools 
at the age of fourteen different questions arise. There is no doubt 
that even in towns possessing a good Children’s Library and libraries 
in the schools, and where, moreover, the library lesson, the story- 
hour and the half-hour talk are well-established, the connection of 
the great majority of these children with the public library ceases 
with the termination of their schooldays. From my own inquiries 
I find that in many cases the parents definitely discourage reading 
at this age, thinking it a waste of time or having some other objec- 
tion to it. One mother whom I approached told me that Jack 
did not need to come to the library as his father had books at home 
which he ought to read. “I see,’ I said, ‘‘ what sort of books are 
they?” “Oh,” came the answer, “ we have all Matthew Henry’s 
‘Commentaries.’ ’’ Poor boy, how ill-advised he had been in the 
choice of his parents. 


To get into touch with these children is an important matter. 
One encouraging thing I have noticed—many who do not borrow 
books for home-reading after leaving school continue to frequent 
the Reading Rooms and occasionally the Reference Library. Let 
us endeavour, then, to make the Reading Rooms as attractive as 
we possibly can by providing not merely the best periodicals but 
also in the case of the Children’s Library a useful selection of books 
of general interest for reading on the premises. This proves a great 
boon to those who cannot find elsewhere the necessary quiet and 
the right atmosphere for reading. For the past four years I have 
sent to every child leaving the elementary schools the following 
letter drawing attention to the advantages to be had from using 
the libraries :— 


As I understand your school-days are drawing to a close 
I take the opportunity of directing your attention to some of 
the many advantages to be gained from the use of the public 
libraries provided by the Corporation of Wallasey. 

You may already know from experience something of 
what they have to offer, in which case and assuming that you 
have hitherto used the Children’s Library only, I trust that 
you will extend your borrowing to the Adult Libraries, although, 
of course, the Children’s Library is still open to you should you 
prefer to use that department. 

If, on the other hand, you have not yet applied for 
Borrowers’ Cards, I ask your careful attention to what I am 
about to write—in either case the remarks will apply. 


* Being the substance of a paper read at a Conference of Library Associa- 
tion Branches held at Chester, June 4th, 1923. 
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Are the publishers of many important books on the 
following subjects :— 


FICTION JUVENILES 
MUSIC EDUCATION 
SPANISH JOURNALISM 


Their new general catalogue is now ready and they 
will be pleased to forward a copy to any Librarian 
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Whatever your plans may be for the future, whether in 
regard to profession or trade, further studies at Continuation 
or Evening Schools, recreative reading or the pursuit of a 
hobby, the resources of the libraries are at your disposal. 

There you may find information upon any subject, practical 
guidance in the use of text books and reference books, and a 
comprehensive selection of pure literature by the best writers, 
ancient and modern; many works in foreign languages are 
also provided. In the Reading Rooms are available the best 
newspapers, magazines and periodicals, and in the winter 
months public lectures upon interesting subjects are delivered 
at Earlston. 

Borrowers’ Tickets are available for use at any of the 
Libraries, and books bespoken at one library may be sent to 
another to suit your convenience. 

Finally, I am at all times anxious to assist you in the 
choice of reading or in the search for information, and extend 
to you a cordial invitation to ask for me when you need assis- 
tance. 

On making application for membership you will be allowed 
the use of three tickets = you require that number. 

am, 
Yours very truly, 


Chief Librarian. 

I considered at the time that a one per cent. return would 
justify the practice, but I have obtained more encouraging results 
than that. 

You will notice that in my letter I have used the same form of 
expression as might be used in addressing grown-ups. That was 
done of set purpose because I believe it to be important to treat 
young people of this age with the utmost respect, not regarding 
them as a class apart but frankly recognizing that their reactions 
are at this period more like those of adults than of younger children. 
We must avoid any suspicion of the meddling patronising attitude 
which regards the adolescent as a “case.” That is why I think 
that a suggestion recently made of having a ‘‘ Youths’ Section” 
in the Lending Library is likely to defeat its own ends. Even apart 
from the arbitrary selection of the literature for such a section 
which must inevitably result, and the way in which*all attempts at 
“grading "’ sooner or later break down, most adolescents would 
be averse to labelling themselves in this way. Let us rather throw 
open to our young people, once they have got beyond the stage of 
the Children’s Library, all our book resources. 

So far as these younger adolescents are concerned, I have found 
it possible to influence some of them through co-operation with 
teachers in the evening classes. So also opportunities arise of 
interesting Scout Masters and leaders of the Girl Guide Movement 
in what the libraries can do for their charges. 

The Continuation Schools foreshadowed in the Fisher Educa- 
tion Act will, if and when they materialize, give fresh opportunities 
of service in this direction. 
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There now remains to be considered the older adolescent, for I 
accept the expert definition of this period of life as extending to 
the age of twenty-five. Here we have a much easier task before us 
and the problem is not that of attracting them to the libraries but 
of helping them when they come. The born students, the born 
book-lovers will, with occasional help, resolve their own difficulties, 
Such young men and women should be encouraged to express the 
wants which they find the library does not supply, and particularly 
to put forward their suggestions as to book-selection. We cannot 
fail to have been impressed with the character of these suggestions. 
It will be found that the books recommended deal largely with all 
that is mew in the world of thought and the realm of action 
economics, religion, politics, history, discovery, and, most hopeful 
sign of all in my opinion, modern poetry and the drama. The 
library which does not take these facts into account in making its 
book purchases ceases to be a living thing in a town’s life. Of the 
many reforms in library administration which we could suggest 
I venture to submit that we ought to include an appeal for the 
drastic reduction of the average age of our committees by the 
inclusion thereon of young men and women between the ages of 
twenty and twenty-five so that their point of view may not be 
overlooked. This seems an obvious and modest suggestion to 
make, yet I imagine that few committees include such members. 

In the direction of further strengthening the connection which 
ought to exist between young people and the library, the librarian 
will find a large field for missionary effort ready to hand in the 
various organizations represented in practically every locality. 
He ought to get into touch with those responsible for these societies, 
I refer to literary societies, the Workers’ Educational Association, 
the Tutorial Class Movement, Welfare Committees, and, in fact, 
any organization of youth, whether educational or social. To do 
this effectively need not entail too great an expenditure of time 
as the chief duty involved will be the careful advertising of what 
the library has to offer. If occasionally he can give an hour's talk 
to such societies on their premises so much the better, for nothing 
can surpass the personal touch established in this way. In the 
larger towns he will have assistants capable of sharing this work, 
and in some cases members of committees may also help. 

Finally, let one aspect of this question be strongly emphasised. 
Reference has been made to informative and imaginative literature 
--it is, of course, a pleasure and a duty to assist young people in 
the search for facts and for vocational information. Technical and 
scientific works must claim an important place in our libraries, 
but surely not the foremost place—-that must be reserved for what 
is the real literature, the product of the creative imagination of the 
race, and it is the highest privilege of the librarian to help his 
readers in that literary search which is always, in the ultimate, a 
search for joy and beauty. We say, in effect, to these young people, 
a-tip-toe on the threshold of life, what the poet-mystic says eternally 
to each one of us when we have the grace to listen : 

‘I give you the end of a golden string, 
Only roll it into a ball ; 
It will lead you in at Heaven's gate 
Built in Jerusalem’s wall.” 
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of Secondhand Books of all kinds for 
Library and other uses, go to “Smith's.” 
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Library Showroom, Entrance B. 
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Grained Boards. In excellent condition. 


SBD VOLS FOR SEW CARRIAGE PAID IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


FOYLES, 121-125 Charing Cross Rd., London, W.C.2 


148 Tue Lisrary Wor_p 


THE REGISTRATION OF BORROWERS 


By Eye-WITNEss. 


ALTHOUGH many methods of compiling records of borrowers are 
in existence to-day, I venture to suggest that the ideal method has 
yet to be devised to deal effectively with this most important 
branch of statistics essential to the everyday routine of Public 
Library administration. 

The ever-increasing demands made upon the resources of the 
librarian and his staff make it essential that as little formality as 
possible be gone through, and as few records as possible be kept, 
if he and his staff are to get through the important duties of his 
office. 

Systems that will prove effective for a small town or district 
will not be found workable in large towns and boroughs, wherein 
several branch and district libraries are installed. 

It is obvious that the ideal system is one of Central Registra- 
tion and if readers are permitted to borrow books from all libraries 
in their district, as they should be, it is, in my opinion, the only 
possible solution to the problem. It would, however, be interesting 
to know how the cities of, say, Sheffield, Leeds, Manchester, Glasgow 
and Edinburgh deal with this matter. Possibly the librarians of 
these districts will inform me through the medium of this journal. 

The average citizen does not as a rule care to be kept waiting for 
a period of three days for the necessary ticket enabling him to 
borrow books for home reading, but I see no clear way out of this, 
if one is to ensure that no duplicate tickets other than the usual 
students’ and music tickets are issued to one and the same reader. 

What is the most efficient form of voucher that is in use to-day ? 
This question has been put to me on various occasions. Undoubtedly, 
of course, the card voucher is found to meet most requirements, 
forming as it does the “‘ Borrowers Index” when duly filled up 
and handed in. At this juncture I would make a plea for standardi- 
sation of this type of application form. Why is it that the body of 
this card is different in almost every borough or township ? Surely 
it is possible to have a stereotyped form for every district! Why 
call them ratepayers’ and non-ratepayers’ forms, in some places, and 
burgesses’ and non-burgesses’ forms in others? An ideal wording 
could no doubt be devised by our system experts to suit all require- 
ments. 

Card vouchers have been ruled out in many instances on the 
score of expense, but this would be considerably lessened if a standard 
size and wording were used. Stock articles of all kinds are invariably 
much cheaper than those specially manufactured to meet the special 
requirements of an individual, especially where small quantities are 
concerned. 

A useful adjunct to the Borrowers’ Voucher will be found in 
the Guarantors’ Index. This again should be kept on cards as it is 
used mainly as a record of the number of persons for whom the 
guarantor is responsible. As a rule he does not keep a record him- 
self, and should he be leaving the district, he merely notifies the 
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librarian that he wishes to be released of all the liabilities he has 
incurred on becoming surety for the various borrowers. The 
Guarantors’ Index will tell the librarian at once who these indi- 
viduals are and borrowers can be requested to find a fresh surety, 
their tickets being meanwhile held in abeyance. ; 

The next record to be dealt with is the Street Index. Whether 
this is essential or not is entirely an open controversy. Its main 
function is to tell at a glance the number of occupants of any par- 
ticular house who are borrowers from the library. This is really 
important when cases of infectious disease are notified. In this 
index the cards are arranged in alphabetical order by street or road 
name, each street, etc., being in its turn arranged numerically under 
house-number, the name of each borrower being of course entered 
on the house card. 

There are several other records that might be kept with advan- 
tage on cards, for instance a “ Defaulters’ Register,’’ but as I do 
not want to be accused of suffering from “ Statisticomania,” I 
think the indices I have described may suffice. 

Several points will no doubt occur to the reader, as they do to 
the writer of this article. One is the duration of a borrowers’ ticket. 
Should they be renewed annually or should they remain in force for 
three or even more years ? Possibly it would be as well if the happy 
medium was struck and they were recalled every two years. Another 
point is the numbering of tickets. This question has been tackled 
again and again, and to my mind is far from satisfactory. Cannot 
some genius devise a “Cutter” author-mark for borrowers’ 
numbers ? 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DEAR CALLIMACHUS, 
On EXAMINATIONS. 

Of the four hundred and forty-six candidates who sat for the 
Library Association’s sectional examinations in May this year only 
forty-seven per cent. satisfied the examiners. In May, 1922, 61 
per cent. passed, and in 1920 the figure was 73.3. This last is 
perhaps exceptionally high, and so many influences must be con- 
sidered that it is undesirable to pay too much attention to com- 
parative statistics. The point is that, quite apart from the decrease 
in successful candidates, the low percentage is most undesirable. 
It seems worth while to expose, if possible, its cause and conse- 
quences. 

First of all it must be admitted that the methods and standards 
of individual examiners may affect a candidate’s chance of success 
or failure. After each examination we meet those who, having 
failed most likely, claim that the standard has been raised, and 
those, who probably had to tackle in the past what they regarded 
as a more difficult paper than the last one, who claim that the 
examinations are becoming a farce. Therefore, having regard to the 
psychology of those who complain, it may be that they cancel one 
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another. Personally I think that, although occasionally we may 
encounter an exceptionally good natured examiner or the reverse, 
on the whole these gentlemen endeavour to maintain a fair and 
reasonable standard of difficulty. 

If, however, there is anything in the contention, the chances 
are that the questions set become automatically less difficult. This 
it is easy to explain. Suitable questions are few, and so each 
examination will find a candidate who has coached himself on a 
basis of past papers more prepared to answer anything that may 
be put before him. He knows “the sort of thing” to expect. 
Similarly every year the poor examiner has greater difficulty in 
devising questions which, while being fair and coming within the 
scope of the syllabus, yet introduce the unexpected—and ability 
to deal with the “ unexpected "’ is a sure sign of thorough study. 


Therefore, I do not think we can explain the low percentage of 
the May examinations by pretending that the “standard ’’ has 
been raised. After considering a number of the May papers I cannot 
say that the average question was more difficult than usual. So we 
must look elsewhere. If the fault is not with the examiner, it must 
—if there be a fault anywhere—be on the part of the student. 


“ Poor student !"’ you may exclaim. “ Has he not enough 
troubles already, without your visiting another sin upon him? ” 
He has. For one thing much more might be done in the way of 
classes, correspondence and otherwise ; yet it is dangerous to say 
that, in this respect, the student is worse off than he has been in 
former years. No. I do not think I am being unjust when I say 
that the trouble is no other than this : 


A LARGER PERCENTAGE OF CANDIDATES 


are now sitting for examinations for which they have not given them- 
selves adequate preparation. This would be a very hard thing to 
say were it not justified by facts—and the facts are—or rather the 
fact is this. 

The abuse of the December examination is largely to blame. 
When this was instituted in 1921 the intention of the Association 
was, unless I am sadly mistaken, to provide those who failed in 
the May examination with the opportunity to sit again without 
wasting a whole year which might then be devoted to the study of 
another section. This intention seems to have been more or less 
respected the first year when 128 failed in May and 163 sat in 
December, the difference probably representing the exceptional 
candidates of whom I will speak in a moment. The next year, 
however, only 144 failed in May, whereas 264 sat in December. 
Clearly this latter figure includes many who hoped, with or without 
justification, to pass after two or three months’ study. 


Now, just as there were candidates under the one-exam.-per- 
annum system who took two or three sections at one examination 
and succeeded not only in passing but in gaining “ merits "’ and 
“ honours,’’ so there are assistants capable of sitting in both Decem- 
ber and May. I know of one who even gained four passes in the one 
winter. These, however, are exceptional candidates, either those 
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who possess a remarkable aptitude for examinations or those whose 
previous practical knowledge of librarianship is such as to make 
little actual “‘ swot ”’ necessary. 


The average assistant cannot possibly make himself adequately 
acquainted with the whole ground to be covered for, at least, four 
of the sections in two or three months. At least six months’ steady 
application is called for if the candidate for, say, bibliography is to 
go to the examination room confident of his grasp of the many 
branches of this subject. Without confidence his chance of success 
is jeopardised, and confidence can be born only of knowledge— 
the knowledge of the actual facts and also the knowledge that an 
honest effort has been made. 


To commence work at, say, literary history after the summer 
months and then sit in December is to court failure and disappoint- 
ment. To rest then, waiting for the December results to come out, 
is a further waste of valuable time and may mean that the candidate 
will fail again in May, for want of adequate study once more. 


To tell the truth—and the truth is often unpalatable—many 

students are 
MERELY “ GAMBLING ” 

with their examinations. What I mean is this. If the questions 
set cover 10 per cent. of the syllabus and a candidate can give 
passable answers to 50 per cent. of the possible questions the odds 
are quite in his favour that a sufficient part of that 10 per cent will 
tally with his 50 per cent. These people misunderstand or disregard 
the functions of an examination which should be a proof of their 
having studied—not an opportunity to exploit their good luck. 


I know that all those whom this cap will fit will retort that they 
consider themselves exceptional students ; I know too that there 
are many other reasons why candidates elect to sit in December 
—reasons which we must accept as justification ; I know, further, 
that there are zealous students who crowd more serious work into 
three months than others do into three years. Nevertheless I doubt 
very much whether the game is worth the candle. 

Failure is a bitter experience. It diminishes, perhaps to a 
very small but nevertheless real extent, one’s self respect and the 
good opinion of others. And, most dangerous of all, it damages 
one’s self confidence, making it more difficult to succeed the next 
time. When once a candidate fails he is, generally speaking, more 
liable to fail again. Failure may often act as a spur to increase 
one’s study but this very zeal gives rise to anxiety and nervous 
tension which may have devastating effects in the “ chamber of 
horrors.”’ All those men whom I have known to have the ex- 
amination aptitude have possessed, to a pronounced and even 
unjustifiable extent, confidence in their own abilities. 


Our minds are at best frail and untrustworthy machines and 
we are ill advised either to try them too sorely or to risk upsetting 
their normal balance. If your old and tiresome critic Aristonymous 
is speaking hard words, believe that he means well. 
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ENTRANCE FEES, INVIGILATORS, AND OTHERS. 


Having thus spoken to the student, a few words of friendly 
suggestion may be addressed to the Library Association—if only 
that it may be said that this article is impartial. Firstly, the 
entrance fee seems to be much higher than it need be in view of the 
large amount of voluntary assistance given by examiners, invigilators 
and others. Ten shillings may not be a colossal sum, yet it appears 
a great deal to a young junior, and unless it is really needed to 
cover actual examination expenses—in which case, clearly, there 
is nothing more to be said—it should be reduced, as I feel confident 
that the Council do not desire to make a profit on this department 
of their activities. Secondly, the last date for entry is much too 
early and should be postponed to as near the examination as possible. 
Many candidates are tempted to sit for examinations which they 
realise they are not qualified, through want of time, to pass, rather 
than lose their hard-earned ten shillings. Such attempts can be of 
no value to anyone and waste the time of all concerned. 

Lastly—and this is written with much temerity—invig'lators 
must bear in mind that they are responsible not only to the Associa- 
tion but to the candidates. I would not say a word against these 
gentlemen who so thoroughly endeavour to conduct the proceedings 
as honestly and impartially as is humanly possible—but—well—a 
guest feels restrained in his dealings with his host—and the invigi- 
lator is the guest of the local centre librarian. What do I mean ? 
Simply that there are stories current which I, personally, believe 
to be quite without foundation and merely the ill-advised stupidities 
of disgruntled failures, and which tell of communications between 
chief and staff. Of course, the suggestion is too ridiculous to be 
believed—nevertheless such complaints can only be scotched by 
close attention on the part of the invigilator. If all the candidates 
see for themselves that no one whosoever communicates in any way 
with any candidate and that all answers are sealed and addressed 
in their presence, there can be no ground for a repetition of this 
unpleasantness. The librarians who act as hosts will be as pleased 
as anyone if they are kept at a distance by the invigilator during the 
course of the various examinations. 

In short, if examination results are to have their full value we 
must all endeavour to ensure that they are the proof of adequate 
earnest study, that their standard is fixed and the questions rea- 
sonable, searching and fair, and that their conduct is without 
reproach. Yours, 


ARISTON YMOUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writer of ““ LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.”’| 


“Have you a Charles Dickens or a Nathaniel Hawthorne in 
your home, madam ? ’ inquired the book agent 


‘‘No,” said the angry wife, “we have not. I suppose, as 
usual, you've got the house mixed up with the boarding-house 
next door.” 
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UNIQUE LIBRARY BUILDING AT NORWICH 


THE RT. HON. AUGUSTINE BIRRELL, K.C., ON THE 
VALUE OF LIBRARIES. 

On Tuesday afternoon, November 6th, the Lord Mayor of Norwich 
(Alderman Sir George H. Morse) formally opened the first Branch 
Library at Norwich, now known as the Lazar House, but formerly 
as Magdalen Chapel. It is a fine Norman relic contemporary with 
the Cathedral, having been founded about the beginning of the 
12th century by Bishop Herbert de Losinga for the relief of lepers. 
The adapted building consists of a Lending Library with separate 
accommodation for juveniles, and a Reading Room. There was 
present a representative gathering of prominent citizens, and 
Alderman Sir Eustace Gurney, the donor of the building. 

Alderman H. J. Copeman (Chairman of the Public Libraries 
Committee), who presided, briefly referred to the history of the 
building, the development of the Central Public Library, and the 
munificence of Sir Eustace. After the opening ceremony he enter- 
tained the guests to tea. 

The Rt. Hon. Augustine Birrell, K.C., who has Norfolk associa- 
tions, delivered an appropriate address which scintillated with 
humour, and was most appreciated. In the course of his address 
he said : He was intensely interested in libraries so long as they were 
lending libraries ; he did not like books locked in glass cases. The 
lending library always seemed to him to be a truly missionary 
enterprise. In the modern house it was difficult to find much room 
for books, but it was there that the lending library came in as an 
endowment at our doors. It was socialism at its best, as its real 
essence was that everybody should have at their doors the same 
advantages ; if they wished they could learn, have the same tastes, 
and enjov the same refinements. He knew no better way of pro- 
ducing a community of thought, feeling and ideas than in the use 
of the public library; it was therefore with very great pleasure 
that he heard the Chairman’s tribute to Mr Stephen (the City 
Librarian) and to his energy in re-organising the Central Public 
Library which has led to the enormous increase in the number of 
books that had been borrowed during the last troublesome years of 
the world’s history—180 per cent. increase in the distribution of 
knowledge and in the reading of books of all kinds. He desired to 
dissociate himself from those who commented adversely on the 
amount of fiction issued from public libraries. The very persons 
who thus criticised libraries were those who never opened a book 
from one year’s end to the other. The great thing was to teach 
people to read and to love reading. They must begin by reading 
what they liked. One had only to go through a large library, as he 
had done that morning (at the Central Library), to see the variety 
of taste there was in the reading public. 

A great public library would always be supported and the more 
civilised people became the more would they value libraries. Their 
children would realise how much they had received from them, 
learned from them, enjoved common interests with them. Libraries, 
in his judgment, were the best things on which they could place 
reliance. 
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IN connection with a “‘ Health Week” held at Burton-on-Trent 
Mr. M. H. B. Mash, Borough Librarian, has issued the following 
leaflet :— 


It is understood that the health of a nation depends solely upon 
the individual. Housing or Health Commissions can accomplish 
nothing without the loyal co-operation of the public, and it is with 
a view to attracting townspeople to consider Health Week problems 
that this Reading List has been compiled. Better conditions can 
By only come when the individual recognises the folly of some present 
E accepted conditions and once a sense of personal responsibility has 

been aroused the work of the Government and the Local Authorities 
will be immeasurably assisted. Therefore it may be considered the 
duty of every citizen to read as many as possible of the varied selec- 
tion of books the Library offers. 

Very naturally the problems of Housing and Health should be 
given due prominence, and Whitelegge and Newman's Hygiene 
and Public Health (614) ought to be seriously read. A standard 
work is Reid’s Practical Sanitation (614). Mrs. Eve’s Manual for 
Health Visitors and Infant Weljare Workers (614) will be widely 
consulted. Social workers and school nurses will benefit by reading 
Hutt’s Hygiene for Health (613). Evans’ Town Improvement (614) 

e is a great book, and the title fully explains the nature and scope of 
h the work. The Home I Want (331) by Reiss may be useful to 
reformers interested in housing conditions, as also may be Housing 
and Public Health (613). Hygiene for Health Visitors, School 
Nurses, and Workers (613) is a really fine book not only for social 
workers but the general reader. Child Life plays a leading role in 
the life of the nation, and the Library has some excellent books on 
the training of the child. Miller’s Care of Children (618), Vincent’s 
Lectures on Babies (649), and Chavasse’s Advice to a Mother (649) 
should not be missed. Citizens To Be (371) and Hall’s Aspects 
of Child Life and Education (373), together with Pepler’s Care 
ey Committee ; the Child and the Parent (649) are works of vital interest. 
| Nursing is well treated in N. M. Oxford's valuable book, Handbook 
of Nursing (649), which is lately issued and very comprehensive. 
Some excellent general books are: Local and Central Government 
(352), by Ashley, with many useful chapters on housing, etc. ; 
Furneaux (’nfolding Life (377), and Pearson's State Provision of 
Sanatoriums (613.1), which is a valuable book. Sex, always a 
difficult subject, is very capably dealt with in Mrs. Herbert's Sex 
Lore: A Primer on Marriage and Parenthood (173). A capital 
all-round book is People’s Medical Guide (610) by Grimshaw. It 
should be understood that the above is but a sparse selection of 
the Library’s books on the subject. 
At a meeting held recently at the NORTHAMPTON Public Library, 
cs Lord Haldane spoke of the Tutorial Classes held under the auspices 
of the W.E.A. as being analogous to those within the walls of the 
University. No new buildings were required in Northampton, 
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there was the help of a fine Library. It was this kind of higher 
education which was bringing the University spirit to democracy. 
What they wanted was the society of someone greater than dukes 
and millionaires, those great spirits who had embodied their teaching 
in books. 

Lord Haldane was interested in the Library, and he spoke in 
high appreciation (as he had done in his address) of its size and 
quality and of the large use made of it by the townspeople. 


PERSONAL NOTES 


Mr. EpGAR OsBorNnE, Chief Cataloguing Assistant, Sheffield Public 
Libraries, formerly at the Bournemouth Public Libraries, to be 
County Librarian of Derbyshire. 

Mr. H. G. Wood, of the Manchester Public Libraries, has been 
appointed Senior Assistant at the Norwich Public Libraries. 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY IN FICTION 


THoseE who are interested in collecting references to the public 
library in fiction will, no doubt, be interested in Phyllis E. Bentley's 
new novel, Cat in the Manger, a clever study of a selfish and wilful 
girl, and of West Riding types and scenery. The following is the 
passage which follows the escape of the hero—after a “ tiff ’— 
from his disagreeable Bertha. 

“And now I don’t even know where I am,’’ he exclaimed, 
bitterly resenting the unfamiliarity of the narrow and desolate 
streets. He halted, and looking about, perceived in the near distance 
the flat roof and many pillars of the Public Library. “ I suppose 
I'd better make for it,’ he grumbled sulkily, his passion already 
somewhat assuaged. He made a detour and presently found himself 
in the rear of the building 

The windows stood open, the white-sheathed lights shone out 
into the falling dark, the books ranged so neatly in their polished 
shelves had a mellow comfortable glow ; as it was Saturday evening 
the library was fairly full, and the crowd of readers moved and 
paused and moved again, plucking eagerly at desirable books or 
lured on by the unknown charm of the next shelf. A bearded man 
manoeuvred a pair of steps into position, and solemnly mounted to 
the top shelf of Philosophy. 

A gentle touch seemed to soothe Eustace’s harassed mind ; he 
entered the building, placed his stick in the familiar round stand, 
took down a modern poetical drama, and, propping himself against 
the edge of a bookcase, became immersed in the author's beautiful 
codences. Peace descended into his soul. 

At the end of the first act he paused and looked about, savouring 
to the full his regained content. Had he really ever been so insane 
as to imagine that he could give up reading and writing? Pre- 
posterous ! He settled himself more comfortably against the book- 
case and was about to begin the second act when his eyes fell casually 
upon the clock, and he remembered Bertha and her theatre party. 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE SEA-SHORE 


By A MERMAN. 


CONCERNING the Conference I am in agreement with much that 
Callimachus said in last month’s “‘ Letters on Our Affairs,’ but he 
might have said more about 
THE EXHIBITION, 

instead of dismissing it in three lines and a bit. I myself could see 
little purpose in the display of second-hand literature. All the 
books of merit had already been noticed in the reviews, and any 
librarian worth his salt would have a record of them in his office, 
for purchase as soon as available at reduced prices; that is, of 
course, if he could not buy them new. The display was of no use 
to the man who wanted replacements unless he had gone to the 
Conference armed with replacement lists. It seemed to me that 
so far as the book side of the exhibition was concerned by far the 
best feature was the display of ew and forthcoming books, not so 
much by booksellers as by publishers. 

And then there was that report on 

ADULT EDUCATION AND THE PUBLIC LIBRARY, 


I listened most carefully, but to my mind these extempore 
holdings-forth, O Callimachus, are not always successful. But 
there, nobody can hope to please everybody. I feel sometimes 
that I shall very soon have to lay down my A.L.A. code, my Dewev, 
and my “ blacking-out "’ brush, in order to make way for a younger 
man. As I looked round, and listened in, the conference chamber 
I thought there was perhaps some justification for the accusation of 
out-of-dateness and conservatism levelled at us by the 

YouNG LIBRARIANS. 


In the main we older men are a dull lot—there are exceptions. 
There are also excuses. We were trained in an age far less hurrying 
than the present. Nevertheless, there are unpretentious men of 
wide reading, of culture in the truest sense, among those of the 
older generation, real librarians, not pinchbeck ones. But a large 
number of us are apt to get flurried in the hurly burly of modern 
life, and the feverish haste of the business world seems at long last 
to have made its way into the cloistered calmness of the library. 
How otherwise can we account for the question, presumably 
prompted by the librarian (a young man), asked of candidates for 
a recent appointment on the staff of a Public Library as to how 
many books they could catalogue in an hour! Have you ever 
heard the like ? 

Of course, I quite recognise that 

“ MEN LIKE Gops”’ 
are very rare, even in the Library profession, but they will not be 
created by chiefs who regard their assistants as “ cataloguing 
machines.” 

This kind of thing will not do for twentieth century librarian- 
ship, and can only result in the production of librarians who are 
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MENTALLY POTBOUND, 
in fact, an exact copy of many of their elders. I am prompted to 
ask the question: Are they librarians, are they the apostles of new 
ideals in library policy, or are they merely organizers of book- 
issuing machines ? ANCIENT MARINER. 


REVIEWS 


LIBRARY REPORTS. 
BeLrast.—34th Annual Report, 1922-3. Chie{ Librarian, J. B. 
Goldsbrough. Issues, 615,368. 
On May 24th, 1922, the Falls Road Branch was raided by armed men 


and much damage done to the building, which has since then been closed. 
7,251 books are missing, and to this is attributed the decrease in issues. 


BincuaM.—18th Annual Report, 1922-3. Librarian, Harold 
Tempest. Stock, 15,973. Issues, 54,721. Readers, 1484. 


BLACKBURN.—Report for year ending July 3lst, 1923. Librarian, 
R. Ashton. Population, 129,400. Rate in 2 1/10d. Stock, 
48,107. Issues, 248,023. 

Increases in all departments reported. School libraries re-instated and 
doing valuable work, issuing 93,536 vols. during the year. 


Hornsey.— 24th Annual Report, 1922-3. Chie/ Librarian, Thos, 
Johnston, F.L.A. Rate inf, 13d. Stock, 38,589. Issues, 329,991. 
Readers, 11,313. 

During the past two years the rate has been increased by 3d. in &, thus 
making it possible to withdraw many obsolete books and repiace them by 
up-to-date vols., thereby adding greatly to the value and usefulness of the 
library, and increasing its issues. Interesting lecture programme, including a 
course of University Extension Lectures. 


HuUpDERSFIELD.—25th Annual Report to March 3ist, 1923. 
Librarian and Curator, Fred. C. Cole, F.L.A. Rate in £, 14d. 
Stock, 48,799. Issues: Lending Library, 255,458; Reference 
Library, 9,891. School Library issues, 77,302. 

exXuivitions in tae Art Gallery were attended by 50,458 visitors. A grant 
having been obtained for the purpose of a new central building, plans for same 
are now being drawn up. 

MANCHESTER.—7Ist Annual Report, 1922-3. Chief Librarian, 
L. Stanley Jast, F.L.A. Population, 744,000. Rate in {, 2.65d. 
Stock : Lending Library, 322,397; Reference Library, 236,890. 
Issues : Lending Library, 2,667,964 ; Reference Library, 358,204. 
Number of Borrowers, 105,309. Users of Newsrooms (estimated), 
4,541,991. 

The new Technical and Science Library was opened on October 6th, 
1922, by the Lord Mayor. All the technical and scientific books from the 
Reference Library have been transferred to a special room forming this new 
library, for which great appreciation is being shown by the public. The district 
Libraries, 25 in number, the Henry Watson Music Library and the Com- 
mercial Library all report satisfactory progress and useful work. 


STOKE NEWINGTON.—Report for the years 1918-1923. Librarian, 
George Preece, O.B.E., F.L.A. Population, 52,167. Rate in 
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Stock, 46,819. Issues (1922-3), 118,128. Number of 
Borrowers, 4,291. 

Gives a summary of the work of the Libraries between the years 1918 and 
1922, during which time no reports were published. In 1920 a handsome 
donation of 900 vols. was received including many books on London. A site 
for further extension has been presented to the Borough. Supplementary 
Catalogue of over 15,000 vols. was published in 1922. 


WarRRINGTON.—75th Annual Report. Chief Librarian, John 
McAdam, F.L.A. Stock: Lending Library, 21,697; Children’s 
Library. 3,269; Reference Library, 23,600 vols. Issues : Lending 
only, 178,848. 21,800 books issued through six Delivery Stations. 


Wican.—45th Annual Report, 1922-3. Chief Librarian, Arthur 
J. Hawkes. Population of district using the Libraries, 208,011. 
Stock, 91,919. Issues, 225,052. Number of Borrowers, 5,111. 

The report contains a complete list of the splendid collection of Directories 
and Professional Lists available for reference in the Central Library. During 
the year many notable gifts were received, chief among these being a large 
number of deeds, papers, pictures, etc., of local historical interest. 


Witts County Councit.—General Education Committee. 4th 
Annual Report of the Libraries Sub-Committee for year ending 
July 3ist, 1923. Stock (approximate), 56,000. Some 120,000 
odd books have been circulated through the villages from 284 
centres. 11 per cent. of the population where library facilities 
exist have become readers and the increase of 15,000 in the issues 
for the year is highly satisfactory. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


BIRMINGHAM PuBLiIc LIBRARIES..—The Lantern Slide Collection. 

This highly interesting little pamphlet contains particulars of over 
10,000 lantern slides available for loan from the Libraries. They cover a wide 
range of subjects including a large local collection, and may be borrowed 
free of charge. The list is classified according to Dewey. 

CAMBERWELL PusLic Lisprartes.—Catalogue of an Exhibition 
illustrating Camberwell past and present. 

Au intevesung aad instructive list of some 541 exhibits, chiefly map, 
plans, prints and pictures depicting the history and topography of South-East 
London. It ts extraordinary that a catalogue of an Exhibition, otherwise so 
nicely produced, should omit to mention either the place or date of the 
Exhibition. 

CHELTENHAM MUNICIPAL ART GALLERY AND MusEuM.—Catalogue 
of a loan Exhibition of Paintings by L. Burleigh Bruhl, R.B.A., 
A.R.C.A., and Walter S. Stacey, B.W.S. On view October 15th— 
November 23rd, 1923. Most of the pictures, 73 in number, are 
for sale, and prices are given in the catalogue. Price 3d. 

Croypon PuBLic LipRARIEs.—Readers’ Index, No. 5, Vol. 25 
September—October, 1923. Contains a short article on the fine 
collection of Surrey works recently acquired by the Libraries. A 
list of publications of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace is continued from the last Index. The Croydon Lecture 

Calendar provides a diary of all the educational lectures given in 

the Borough. A list of libr ary lectures is also given. Price 1d. 
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LeEEps INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE, ART AND LITERATURE.—An His- 
torical Sketch of One Hundred Years’ Work (1824-1923). The 
sketch is divided into the four quarters of the century and gives 
the chief facts concerning the various activities of this successful 
Institute, with lists of its past and present officers. Contains also 
a list of lectures for the centenary session. 


LIVERPOOL LIBRARY.—-Annual Supplementary Catalogue, 1923. 
Classified (Dewey) with Author and Fiction lists. Contains a 
list of Officers of the Library since its foundation in 1758. 


Norwich PuBLic LiIBRARY.—Readers’ Guide, No. 8, Vol. 8. 
October—December, 1923. Gives a select list of works on the 
subjects (“ The Meaning of Music ’’ and “ Music and its Great 
Men ’’) of the two courses of lectures now being given. Also a 
list of books recently added to the Library. Price 2d. 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS. University Series. History, 
Economics and Political Science. Volume I., Number I. THE 
GERMAN REVOLUTION, 1918-1919. By Ralph Haswell Lutz, 
Associate Professor of History, Stanford University, California. 
Published by the University, 1922. Bibliography, 188 pages. 
Price $2.00. 

The first of a new series of monographs to be issued by the Stanford 
University, California. 

The German revolutionary movement of 1918 and 1919 not only destroyed 
the Bismarckian Empire but fundamentally altered the life and institutions 
of the German people. Although it has as yet received little attention from 
historians, a knowledge of the revolution is essential to an understanding of 
contemporary Germany and of those economic and political problems result- 
ing from the defeat of the German Empire in the World War. 

This monograph is a study of the origins, events, tendencies and results 
of the German Revolution based upon personal observations and an examina- 
tion of the documentary and other printed materials available. As a member 
of the American Military Mission in Berlin under the command of General 
George Harries, from March to August, 1919, the author had opportunities to 
observe the revolutionary struggles in the capital as well as in the several 
states. 

The principal sources of authority for this work are, however, the materials 
in the German section of the Hoover War Library, and include the collection 
of German Government Documents and Delegation Propaganda secured from 
the Berlin Foreign Office in August, 1919, by Professor E. D. Adams. 

In addition this collection contains books, pamphlets, newspapers, 
periodicals, posters, and manuscripts all of exceptional value for a study of 
the German Revolution. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE 

CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO 1,700 ANNUALS, DIRECTORIES, CALENDARS 

AND YEAR Books. Compiled by H. G. T. Cannons, Borough 

Librarian, Finsbury, London. pp. iv. x 192, 7} by Sins. Grafton 
and Co. 5s. net. 

Mr. Cannons is an indefatigable labourer in a field of bibliography possess- 
ing few attractions to the average bibliographer. The latter as a rule prefers 
to deal with rare books, or the literature of a subject appealing chiefly to the 
highly intellectual person, while all the time immense possibilities in the sphere 
of practical bibliography are neglected. All librarians must occasionally con- 
template the array of annuals known to them with awe and reverence at the 
extent of the information they provide, and yet must realise that beyond these 
that are known there are innumerable others which may be equally, or almost 
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equally, valuable. And now Mr. Cannons has come to their aid with the results 
ot what must have been much dreary labour. He has examined no less than 
1,700 of these annuals and similar publications from all parts of the world, and 
has carefully classified them by Dewey. This classified list forms the body of 
the work, and the investigator who desires to know what year-books there are 
for the Chemical Industries, for example, simply turns to 660 and the following 
numbers to find an array set out providing full titles, name and place of pub- 
lisher, price and, wherever it has been possible to give it, the month of pub- 
lication. In addition numerous entries are furnished with an annotation 
indicating principal contents and special features of the volume. 

There are three other sections to Mr. Cannons’ book. One is a subject 
index ; another is a list of the material grouped under month of publication, 
an extremely useful provision ; the third being a complete alphabetical index 
to the whole of the publications represented. There are distinct advantages 
in the compiler of such a volume as this being a librarian, experience having 
taught him precisely what is required, and so he approaches the task with an 
intention which could not be expected of another. Consequently the result 
is a tool of great service, and we have pleasure in unreservedly recommending 
it to all, at the same time thanking Mr. Cannons for his unselfish devotion to 
a task which few would care to undertake. In this publication we have a 
valuable guide to the annuals available ; an equally valuable sequel would be 
alphabetical and classified indexes to their contents, which is a work we nust 
look for the future to supply. It should be said that Mr. Cannons’ book has 
been nicely produced in convenient form, and that the price is reasonable. 
Williamson (Chas. G.) TRAINING FOR LIBRARY SERVICE, a Report 

prepared for the Carnegie Co-operation of New York. Demy 

8vo, pp. 166. New York, 1923. 

The author has been obliged to limit the scope of his study to 
the so-called professional schools. Part of the volume is devoted to 
the subject of training for Library service and for the purpose of 
getting a complete record. All of the Library Schools in the United 
States were visited and carefully examined; the most expert 
opinions on the problem were analyzed and compared ; and finally, 
the use made of the product of these schools, together with the 
need and demand for more and better training, was subjected to 
as thorough a statistical study as the available material permitted. 

We extract the following brief description as showing the present 
syllabus as regards “ Book Selection’ which has been compiled 
from the announcements or catalogues of the leading schools. 

“ Designed to familiarize, so far as possible, with books and 
writers, their scope, qualities and respective values in certain leading 
classes of literature, and with sources and aids in book selection in 
these classes ; to define and analyze the principles underlying dis- 
criminating selection of books for library use; and to cultivate 
the power of judging books according to their value and suitability 
for different types of readers and libraries.” 

“ (a) Principles of book selection in Biography, History, Travel, 
Sociology, Nature and Popular Science, and Religion ; study of 
standard and current aids and book reviewing publications ; study 
and practice in annotation and evaluation ; exercises in compila- 
tion of special lists; study of editions and series desirable for 
library use. (6) Survey and analysis of modern fiction (in English) 
covering principles of critical judgment, aids and guides, and study 
and practice in annotation, for modern fiction, historical fiction, 
foreign fiction in English translation, ‘ borderland ’ fiction, short 
stories, fiction of the current year.”’ 


A 
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“ Translation of the works of the leading French novelists are 
read and reported upon, followed by a survey of representative 
novelists of Spain, Italy, Germany, Scandinavia, and Russia. 
Recent poetry, the short story, and modern drama are studied. . . . 
The class examined about forty new books each month, and atten- 
tion is given to current publications by reading and checking the 
issues of the Publishers’ Weekly. The large amount of reading 
required in this course may be expected to encroach upon the time 
which a student usually gives to general reading.” 

“Aims to cultivate further the power of judging books as to their 
value and adaptability to various t of libraries and people. 
Practical problems in the selection of translations of the classics 
and foreign fiction, series, editions, quick selection of new books, 
etc. Reading of selected modern novelists, dramatists and poets is 
required and problems of selection in these fields discussed. Facility 
in estimating books is developed further through the writing of 
book-notes and reviews. The economical spending of book funds is 
taught through the checking of second-hand, remainder and other 
bargain catalogues of American and English dealers.” 

“After considering the qualities of a good edition, the various 
editions of the standard authors are studied, and those best suited 
to library use are recommended.” 

“ The evaluation and selection of periodicals for library use are 
considered briefly.” 


GENERAL. 


Conradi (Charles Guthrie) MECHANICAL Roap TRANSPORT. Demy 
8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 394 illus. Macdonald and Evans, 1923. 
Price 21s. net. 

An important book on mechanical road transport written from the point 
of view of those whose primary objective is the transport of goods or of pas- 
sengers in the most efficient manner and from the commercial standpoint. 
The requirements of various classes have been dealt with, namely, managing 
directors or managers of large firms whose business includes the transport of 
goods, together with the carting and engineering staffs ; owners and managers 
of firms considering the possibility of using mechanical road transport ; county 
and municipal engineers ; garage proprietors, etc., etc. Many illustrations and 
tables are given, and there is a full index. 


Tue ArrcraFT YEAR Book, 1923. Compiled by Charles E. Lee, 
Edited by C. G. Grey. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 182. Sampson Low, 
Marston, 1923. 6s. net. 

Contains a mass of useful information dealing with aerial transport and 
operating companies, manufacturing companies and selling agents; aerial 
institutions ; air lines ; air publications ; aerodromes (Great Britain) ; types 
of aeroplanes, motors; world’s aviation records, air legislation ; air mails, 
and many other allied subjects. 


JUVENILES. 


Memoirs OF A Lonpon Dott. Written by herself. Edited by 
Mrs. Fairstar, with an introduction by Marion St. Webb. Sm. cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 176. Illus., coloured frontis. Geo. G. Harrap, 

1923. 2s. 6d. net. 
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Fryer (Jane Eayre) THE Mary FRANCES Story Book, oR ADVEN- 
TURES AMONG THE SToRY PEOPLE. Illus. in colour, 4to, cloth, 
pp. 286. Geo. G. Harrap, 1923. 7s. 6d. net. 


Claxton (W. T.) Nature’s ARTS AND CrRaFTs. Sm. 4to, a 
boards, illus., coloured frontis. and plates, pp. viii., 112. ells 
Gardner, Darton, 1923. 2s.; in cloth, 2s. 3d. 

This fascinating little work deals with the builders, lamp-lighters, miners, 
weavers, hunters and fishers, bankers and upholsterers among the ani.nals 
and insects. Children will not only enjoy reading it, but will profit greatly by 
the information therein contained. 

Tue MEeRRY-Go-Rounp. A monthly magazine for children. Edited 
by Rose Fyleman. Volume I., No. 1. 4to, coloured wrappers, 
40 pp., illus. Oxford, Basil Blackwell. Price Is. Nov., 1923. 
13s. 6d. per annum, post free. 

An excellent first number of an attractive juvenile magazine, punched for 
binding on the loose-leaf principle. Contains many articles, poems and 
music. With coloured plate of front and wings of toy theatre and instructions 
for making up same. 


CASSELL’S CHILDREN’S Book OF KNOWLEDGE. Edited by Harold 
Wheeler. (Complete in about 48 fortnightly parts.) Parts 28, 
29 and 30. Coloured wrappers, illus. Cassell and Co., 1923. 
Price 1s. 3d. net each part. 


THE PAGEANT OF NATURE: BRITISH WILD LIFE AND ITS WONDERS. 
Edited by P. Chalmers Mitchell, C.B.E., LL.D. Complete in 
about 20 fortnightly parts. Parts 15, 16 and 17. With over 
2,000 illustrations in colour photogravure and half-tone. Cassell 
and Co., 1923. Price Is. 3d. net each part. 


FICTION. 


Bascock (Bernie) THE Sout oF ABE LINCOLN, a Romance. Cloth, 
cr. 8vo, pp. 328. J. B. Lippincott Co., 1923. 7s. 6d. net. 
A story ot Lincoln based on new material with which is cunningly woven 
a fine love story between Anne Leuin Laury and Del Norcrosse, whose adven- 
tures on opposing sides during the desperate years of the Civil War form a 
remarkable romance. 


Edwards (Charman) “ Bic StronG Man!” Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 318. 
Sampson Low, Marston, 1923. 7s. 6d. net. 


A story of life in Cornwall and London, in which a man gets entangled 
with two women, the country lass and the polished woman of the world. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Higgins (Walter) THE TEACHER’s READING. A guide to some 
essential books. With a note by Cyril Norwood, D.Litt., Master 
of Marlborough College. With an appendix for Sunday School 
Teachers. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 80. Wells Gardner, Darton, 
1923. Cloth, 2s.; boards, Is. 6d. 


Lea (Charles Herman) CHRISTIAN SCIENCE VERSUS POPULAR 
RELIGION. Cr. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 92. Simpkin Marshall, 1923. 1s. 


| 
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Haslam (W.) THe Lrprary HANDBOOK OF GENUINE TRADE SECRET 
AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR CLEANING, REPAIRING AND RESTORING 
OLD MANUSCRIPTS, ENGRAVINGS AND Books, as practised by the 
Experts. Cr. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 51. W. and G. Foyle, Ltd., 
1923. 1s. 6d. 

Villiers (Melius de) THE NUMERICAL WoRDS, THEIR ORIGIN, MEAN- 
ING, History AND Lesson. Cr. 8vo, limp cloth, pp. 124. H. F. 
and G. Witherby, 1923. 4s. 6d. net. 


Psycue. Edited by C. K. Ogden. Vol. IV., No. 2. October, 1923. 
Published quarterly. Kegan Paul, 1923. 5s. 
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THE LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH 
OF THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


THE Inaugural Meeting of the first Winter Session was held on Wed- 
nesday, October 31st, and proved an unqualified success. In the 
afternoon a party numbering 40 visited the London School of 
Printing and Kindred Trades, Stamford Street, S.E., and under the 
courteous guidance of the Principal—Mr. J. R. Riddell—inspected 
with interest all the departments of this splendidly-equipped and 
highly-organised institution. 

Tea was taken at the St. Bride Foundation Institute, Bride 
Lane, E.C., where others joined the party, after which Mr. W. T. 
Berry, the Librarian, conducted the visitors through the valuable 
Typographical Reference Libraries and enabled them to see also 
something of the recreational side of the Institute. At 6.30 o’clock 
the members and visitors assembled for the General Business 
Meeting, 47 members and 23 visitors, most of whom were the 
——— members of the profession, being present. The Chairman, 

r. H. Rowlatt, opened the proceedings with an address in which 
he stated briefly the circumstances which led to the formation of 
the Branch, and then entered more fully into the programme of 
activities so far designed by the Council. His opinion was that the 
Branch should become a definitely practical and stimulating organi- 
sation, acting at all times and in all possible ways in the interest 
of the Library Movement and Librarianship generally. Immediately 
following the Chairman’s address Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers read 
a paper entitled “A Review of Library Affairs in the Branch Area 
at the Present Time.” It was an admirable paper, commencing 
with a survey of the conditions prevailing twenty years ago, and 
concluding with suggestions, which displayed wide vision, for 
consolidating and developing the Library Services of the area. A 
well-maintained discussion ensued, after which the Honorary 
Secretary read several letters of apology for absence, together with 
congratulatory messages that had been received. He also said that, 
so far, out of about 208 possible members within the area of the 
Branch, 121 had joined, including Sir John MacAlister, Sir Frederic 
Kenyon, Mr. H. R. Tedder, Mr. Bernard Kettle, and twenty of the 
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London Borough Librarians. This was encouraging, but he hoped 
not only for the inclusion of all the present “ possibles,”’ but also 
for a large extension in the membership of the parent Association 
through the Branch endeavours, it being one of the objects of the 
Branch to strengthen and assist the main Association to the utmost. 

It would seem that the new Branch has aroused fresh interest, 
and if it continues to receive the support accorded to its first meet- 
ing there is every prospect of a revival of the “ association ” spirit 
in the area. 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH. 


News-Letter, No. 1, OcToBEer, 1923. 


HEREwITH is the Programme of Meetings arranged for the first 
Winter Session of the Branch, which we trust merits your approval 
and support. You will observe that it is on the whole highly practical 
in character, and one or two items may even be considered hack- 
neyed, but there is a reason for their inclusion. The Council has 
sought to introduce subjects in which all members may have some 
measure of interest, partly to ensure a diversified discussion after 
the reading of the paper, and partly to make both paper and dis- 
cussion as generally useful as possible. The old familiar problems 
of Book Selection and Illustrations have been included because 
it is time they received new attention in the light of experience and 
present-day conditions. Book selection, unfortunately, is still 
haphazard to some extent, the market is very different from what 
it was ten years ago, while the character of many publishing houses 
has considerably changed during recent years. The Profession is 
by no means agreed as to the value of illustration collections, but 
Mr. Quinn has had a long and wide experience in that department 
of Librarianship, and his paper ought to be a help in settling the 
question. Such topics are nothing like exhausted; experience 
endows them with new aspects, and opinions with regard to them 
are modified or confirmed accordingly. 


While confident that each paper on the Programme will be 
worthy of the occasion, the Council is attaching an equal impor- 
tance to the ensuing discussions. It is hoped that members will 
give consideration to each subject prior to the meetings, with the 
deliberate intention of contributing something to the proceedings. 
If this is done the meetings will be more instructive and enjoyable, 
and greater enthusiasm will be aroused. The Council would like 
it to be understood that the meetings are for the members, and only 
with their hearty co-operation can the success that is hoped for be 
achieved. It is especially desirable that there should be a good 
attendance on October 3lst when the aspirations and intentions 
of the Council will be explained. If every member makes a point 
of being present on that occasion it will afford the greatest possible 
encouragement to all concerned. It may be mentioned that the 
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monthly meetings of the Branch have been officially adopted as the 
meetings of the parent Association: thus they will be open to all 
members of the Association whether attached to the Branch or not, 
though naturally unattached members will be unable to participate 
in exclusively Branch business. 


In connection with each meeting it is probable that a visit to 
some place of local interest will be arranged in the afternoon. This 
may not always be possible, but the Council has in view several 
interesting visits which will be announced in due course. When an 
afternoon visit is arranged, convenience for obtaining tea will be 
made, but in every case it will be at the individual member’s expense, 
the Council having unanimously agreed to avoid accepting local 
hospitality in that direction whenever offered, in order that the 
Branch may not become a burden on any one. 


Another feature will be an endeavour to interest members in 
the affairs of the Branch by devoting the first part of the proceed- 
ings at each meeting to an outline statement of business transac- 
tions between events, and to encourage expression of opinion with 
regard thereto. A further effort will be made to arrange for technical 
difficulties to be discussed at the commencement of each meeting. 
Queries with regard to cataloguing, classification and administrative 
methods continually arise ; these may be introduced by the indi- 
vidual concerned, or through the Honorary Secretary by letter if 
preferred. This practice need not occupy much time, and should 
prove advantageous to everyone. It is not intended that big ques- 
tions should be dealt with in this manner, but rather the little details 
which someone else’s experience may help to decide in a moment or 
so, though out of such consideration of details it is not unlikely 
that subjects for a full-dress discussion might arise which could be 
arranged for later occasions. 


The Council has well in hand the proposal to collect and schedule 
library information. A questionnaire on rather elaborate lines is 
being carefully planned, with a view to its circulation about next 
April or May, that is, after the close of the present financial year. 
The hope is that if the document is received in a sympathetic spirit 
by the members generally, and the questions fairly answered, the 
information can be tabulated first for the purposes of a report giving 
essential statistics, and subsequently to provide more particular 
information when required, so that the circularising by individual 
library authorities, now of frequent occurrence, may be rendered 
unnecessary. This may be rather a large hope, but hitherto no 
attempt of the kind has been made, and it remains to be seen 
whether the scheme is practicable or not. 

The installation of private wireless receiving sets having 
become so general, the Council, realising the possibilities of broad- 
casting information concerning library activities, passed a resolu- 
tion urging the Council of the parent Association to take steps for 
securing this end. 

The Branch Council is anxious for every member to feel that 
the organisation exists for the benefit of the Profession and for the 
advancement of the Library Movement, and that in pursuing this 
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dual object it seeks the sympathetic co-operation of everyone con- 
cerned, hoping that each member will regard himself or herself as 
an active agent intimately concerned with the Branch’s affairs. 
The Council will be ready at all times to receive correspondence on 
matters needing attention; letters addressed to the Honorary 
Secretary will be promptly acknowledged and submitted to the 
next following Council Meeting. Members of the Library Associa- 
tion within the area, who have not yet attached themselves to the 
Branch, are urged to do so without further delay. Cards of applica- 
tion have already been widely distributed, and others will be gladly 
sent to anyone requiring them. 


PROGRAMME OF MONTHLY MEETINGS, 1923-24. 


Wednesday, October 31st.—At the St. Bride Foundation 
Institute, Bride Lane, Fleet Street, E.C. Inaugural Address, by 
Mr. H. Rowlatt, Chairman of the Branch. Paper: “A Review of 
Library Affairs in the Branch Area at the Present Time.” By Mr. 
W. C. Berwick Sayers, Chief Librarian of Croydon. 


Wednesday, November 28th.—At the Deptford Central Library, 
Lewisham High Road, S.E. Paper: “ The Individual Librarian in 
Relation to Organised Librarianship.” By Mr. F. J. Peplow, 
Borough Librarian of Deptford. 

Wednesday, December 19th.—At the Chemical Society, Bur- 
lington House, Piccadilly, W. Paper: “ Practical Book Selection 
Methods.” By Mr. J. E. Walker, Borough Librarian of Fulham. 

Wednesday, January 30th.—At the Public Library, Bancroft 

, Road, Mile End, E. Paper: ‘“ The Special Problems of Library 
j Service in an Industrial and Working-Class District.” By Mr. A. 
Cawthorne, Borough Librarian of Stepney. 

Wednesday, February 27th.—At the Public Library, Chiswick, 
W. “ The Report of the Carnegie Trustees on the Public Library 
Services.” By Mr. L. Stanley Jast, Chief Librarian of Manchester. 

Wednesday, March 26th.—At the Central Public Library, 
Manresa Road, Chelsea, S.W. Paper: “ Illustrative Material : its 
collection, preservation and use.”” By Mr. J. Henry Quinn, Borough 
Librarian of Chelsea. 

May.—At the Public Library, Worthing. Annual Meeting. 
Address on the Work of the Year, by the Chairman. Election of 
Officers and Council, etc. 


ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 
SOUTH COAST DIVISION. 


Tue Autumn Meeting held at Worthing on October 10th was very 
successful and well attended. In spite of the rather inclement 
weather, members from Brighton, Portsmouth and Worthing joined 
the afternoon excursion which had been arranged in connection 
with the Worthing Archaeological Society, and the drive to Buncton 


167 


and Wiston was much enjoyed. After visiting Buncton Chapel, 
the party walked across the beautiful park to Wiston Church, where 
the Rev. C. H. Prichard, M.A., who had previously conducted the 
visitors to Buncton, was again waiting to describe the several inter- 
esting features of the building. 


Worthing was reached at 6 o'clock, when other members from 
Hove and Eastbourne joined the party. Tea was served at Mitchell’s 
Restaurant, where the visiting members were the guests of the 
Worthing Public Library Staff. 


Miss Marian Frost, F.L.A., Chief Librarian and Curator of 
Worthing, presided over a company of about 50 at the evening 
meeting, which was held in the Art Gallery, and after cordially 
welcoming the members, called upon Mr. William Law (Brighton 
Public Library) to give a lecture on ‘‘ Sussex Wild Life.” Mr. Law 

roved himself to be a delightfully human and instructive lecturer. 

any of the facts and incidents he mentioned were connected with 
districts with which the audience were familiar, and this fact added 
considerably to the charm of his lecture. 
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At the conclusion, a very hearty vote of thanks was passed to 
Mr. Law, and also one to Miss Frost and the members of the Worthing 
Staff for their hospitality. 


The next meeting of the Division will be held in January.. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


To the Epiror, Library World. 
DEAR SIR, 


My attention has been drawn to correspondence in The 
Municipal Engineering and Sanitary Record for October 4th and 
11th ve “ Disinfection of Library Books.” The method in these 
Libraries of dealing with books from houses where there is infectious 
sickness is as thorough as those described in the correspondence, 
and the staff as been as immune from sickness as in the Libraries 
quoted, with one exception. Two assistants have taken Impetigo 
from Juvenile Books. Impetigo cases are now reported to us from 
the Children’s Clinic Department, but the work entailed in listing 
and notifying is considerable even in a smaller library system. 
Some indication of how it is dealt with in city libraries where there 
are numerous branches, and also in School Libraries, might be 
interesting and useful to your readers. 


Yours, etc., 
Public Libraries, KaTE FEARNSIDE, 
Waterloo, Liverpool. Librarian. 
October 13th, 1923. 
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The Eprror, Library World. 


Dear SIR, 
Arising out of Part III. of the “ Interim Memorandum on Co- 
ation between Public Libraries and Bodies concerned with 
Adult Education,”” you may be interested to know that we prepare 
and distribute free of charge to all registered students at local 
University Extension Lectures, copies of reading lists such as are 
enclosed herewith for your notice. 


Yours, etc., 


Central Library, G. E. RoEBuck, 
High Street, Walthamstow, E.17. Chief Librarian. 


October 22nd, 1923. 


To the Editor, Library World. 


Dear SIR, 

The following note, which I have taken from ‘ Gaylord’s 
Triangle,” may be of interest to your readers. It deals with the 
important subject of how the soiled covers of books may be made 
to look like new, and advertises a new preparation which, when 
properly used, has the desired effect. 

“Ponce de Leon in his search for the eternal fountain of youth 
has been quite outdone by modern scientists. To-day ‘rejuvena- 
tion’ might be termed the watchword of the times. 

Just to be in style, we announce the results of several months 
of experimentation in the rejuvenation of old, worn, and dirty 
library books. Now comes C = R (cover cleaner) a new Gaylord 
preparation for cleaning, renewing, and resizing, all in one opera- 
tion, the cloth bindings of books, no matter how badly soiled. 

C = R is simple to apply. Rub the book lightly with a sponge 
moistened in the preparation—that’s all. A quart can of C=R 
will clean about 400 books. 

A trial size bottle (1 oz.) of C = R is enough to clean 12 to 15 
books, and is inexpensive. We offer this small size that you may 
use it once, and be convinced. 

School boys and girls can apply C= R. How about a book 
cleaning bee in your library? The boys and girls would enjoy it, 
and clean, attractive books would be the result.” 


Let the wise profit ! 


I am, Sir, 
Yours, etc., 
RENOVATOR. 
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By Henry Autiior of “A Short Hictoky of 
0; 300, numerous full- 


illustrations, cloth: edition 500 copies, 
86 Be. net. Demy 4to, buckram, - 
finest’ hand-made: papef, with extra illustrations. Copies 
stumbered and. signed by ‘the Author. 
“tthe Subject of printers: orfianients: cain “be dened’ j in- its 
as the dccotation dt books’ epart frock book ilustystion. ‘The aim 
of deveration atid ornamentation is fo Heighten the attraction of, the létter-. 
press, but-the one is not in any manner dependent upon the other. Printers’ 
ornaments include head and tail pieces, initial letters, borders to title- 


Henry Bynneman, and his-con 
Prospectus on Application, 


7 COPTIC STREET, LONDON; we. 


BOOKBINDERS Pubhieity Sides: 


Exlablished 88 years. 

_ READERS” TICKETS. “GRAFTON 
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DEWEY DECIMAL —— 

CLASSIFICATION TIER GUIDES. 
100 Main Divisions. Size, 12 by 10 ins. 

White on Black. Price, 20/- per Set of 10 Cards. 


GENERAL NOTICES. 


“SILENCE IS REQUESTED.” 
“DOGS NOT ADMITTED.” 
+ “LENDING LIBRARY CLOSED ON WEDNESDAY.” 


Size, 12 by 10 ins. as above. Price, 2/- each. 


GRAFTON & Co., Coptic House, 


7 & 8 Coptic Street, LONDON, W.C.1. 


NOW READY. 


CLASSIFIED GUIDE T0 1,700 ANNUALS, 


By H. G. T. CANNONS. 


Price - 5/- Nett. 


GRAFTON & Co., COPTIC HOUSE, LONDON, W.6.1, 


Are YOU Subscribing to the 


“BOOK SELECTOR” 


THE ONLY ATTEMPT AT CO-OPERATIVE CATALOGUING 
and Scientific Book- rattan in existence ? 


if not, P= not a “Subscriber ? 
You have had a specimen copy. @8 


GRAFTON & OPTIC HOUSE, LONDON, W.C.1. 


Printed by FRANK JUCKES, 85, Aston Street, Birmingham, 
and Published for the Proprietors by GRAFTON & CO., 3, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, Londo 
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